
Welcome 
to First 
Grade!

Timber Lane Elementary



The First Grade Team

Ms. Higgins Mrs. Lentz Mrs. Texeira Ms. Orr

Ms. McCann Mrs. Crotty



OVERVIEW OF 
CURRICULUM



• Becoming a community 
of readers and writers 

• Learning about prints 
within stories

• Learning about print 
within nonfiction

• Learning about print 
within poetry

• Learning about print 
through research and 
writing

• Counting and number 
sense to 30 

• Addition and subtraction 
to 10 

• Counting and number 
sense to 110

• Fractions

• Money & Time

Reading, Writing, and Math
Reading & Writing Workshop
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Math Workshop

Modify as it aligns to the 
schoolwide structures that 
will be in place. This is 
intended to be high-level; 
teachers will provide 
greater detail within their 
daily schedules. 



Portrait of a Graduate

A goal of FCPS is to provide opportunities for 
students to demonstrate learning in authentic 

ways and support students in the 
development of skills that employers are 

seeking for the workforce and are a necessity 
to be successful in the virtual learning 

environment and day-to-day life.
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Who do we want our 
students to be?

Communicators
Collaborators

Ethical & Global Citizens
Creative and Critical Thinkers

Goal-Directed and Resilient Individuals

To learn more about ways 
families can support 
student use of Portrait of a 
Graduate skills, you may 
share: 
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcp
s/portrait-graduate/resources

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate/resources
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate/resources


The Learning Model outlines the FCPS instructional vision ensuring all 
students reach Portrait of a Graduate outcomes.
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As educators: 

● We establish a learner-centered environment  focused 
on relationships. Our classroom and school community 
is inclusive and culturally responsive.

● We plan through a concept-based curriculum with a 
focus on essential knowledge and skills that can be 
applied across subjects and in real life settings. 

● We teach through meaningful learning experiences 
that encourage students to collaborate, communicate 
and engage in relevant and rigorous tasks. 

● We purposefully assess students with a focus on 
continuous growth. Students demonstrate knowledge 
and skills in a variety of ways, such as tasks, projects, 
tests, and open-response questions.

To share more information 
about the Learning Model 
with families, you may share 
this link to the Learning 
Model FCPS internet page.

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate
https://www.fcps.edu/node/37505
https://www.fcps.edu/node/37505


Digital Citizenship 

7

Home Supports

Many supports for families are 
available on the FCPS Digital 
Citizenship website: 
bit.ly/FCPSdigcitpublic  

● Establishing Expectations at Home

● Choosing Digital Apps, Games 
and Services Wisely

● Media Balance and Well-being 
Toolkit

● Digital Citizenship for Families 
Online Interactive Course

● Tip Sheets and Videos

● Student Interactives 

Supporting students in developing positive Digital 
Citizenship skills is a shared responsibility.

http://bit.ly/FCPSdigcitpublic


Supporting Students with Social & Emotional 
Learning
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Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process 
through which children and adults:

● Understand and manage emotions
● Establish and maintain positive relationships
● Set and achieve positive goals
● Make responsible decisions
● Feel and show empathy

There will be an increased focus on Social Emotional 
Learning in collaboration with The Collaborative for 
Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL). 



Instructional 
Schedule



8:40 - 9:00 Arrival & Breakfast

9:00 - 9:15 Morning Meeting

9:15 - 10:15 Reading Workshop

10:15 - 10:45 Writing Workshop

10:45 - 11:15 Lunch

11:15 - 11:25 Quiet Time & Bathroom

11’:25 - 12:30 Math 

12:30 - 1:30 Specials

1:30 - 1:40 Snack & Bathroom

1:40 - 1:55 Word Work

1:55 - 2:15 Tiger Time

2:15 - 2:45 Recess

2:45 - 3:15 Content

3:15 - 3:30 Closing Circle



• Whole group Focus 
Lesson (10-15 m.) 

• Differentiated small 
group instruction 
(minutes vary)

• Book Clubs or Partner 
Reading using 
breakout rooms

• Independent Reading 
& Writing 

• Whole Group Reflection 

• Whole group Number 
Sense Routine (5-10m)

• Whole group Focus 
Lesson (10 m.) 

• Differentiated small 
group instruction (minutes 
vary)

• Collaborative tasks/ 
using breakout rooms

• Independent Practice 

• Whole Group Reflection 

• Content may be 
integrated within Math 
and Language Arts 

• Whole Group- 
Discussion-based, model 
investigations, a focus on 
creative and critical 
thinking 

• Working collaboratively 
in breakout rooms 
(Project-based learning)

How will the learning time be structured?

Reading & Writing Workshop
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Math Workshop Science/ Social StudiesModify as it aligns to the 
schoolwide structures that 
will be in place. This is 
intended to be high-level; 
teachers will provide 
greater detail within their 
daily schedules. 



Digital Resources
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These digital programs will: 
● Provide opportunities to practice and 

apply literacy and mathematics skills
● Allow students to work at their own pace 

and advance to new learning as they 
are showing mastery

● Support students’ independent learning 
with automatic feedback built in 

● Utilized for asynchronous learning to 
supplement synchronous, live instruction. 

Mathematics
ST Math

Language Arts
Imagine Learning

Flipgrid
Kahoot!

These programs may be 
discussed in more detail in 
the classroom presentation 
(log-in, how it will be used)

Please list  any additional 
digital programs students may 
engage with at your school.  



GRADING & 
ASSESSMENTS



Assessments for Grade 1 
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Language Arts Mathematics 

DRA (Diagnostic Reading Assessment)
DSA  (Developmental Spelling Assessment)
Running Records
Beginning of Year Assessments 
○ Letter Sound Assessments
○ Sight Word Assessments

Writing Samples 

Beginning, Middle, and End Assessment
Unit Assessments 
Performance Tasks 
Exit Tickets 

Other Assessments

iReady
WIDA



Elementary Progress Report Marks
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4 Consistently demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, nearly all the time
● Requires no support when demonstrating understanding
● Demonstrates a thorough understanding of content taught
● Makes no major errors or omissions when demonstrating concepts or processes taught

3  Usually demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, most of the time
● Requires limited support when demonstrating understanding
● Demonstrates a general understanding off content taught
● Makes few major errors or omissions when demonstrating concepts or processes

2 Sometimes demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, some of the time
● Requires moderate support in order to demonstrate understanding of concepts and skills
● Demonstrates a partial understanding of content taught
● Makes some errors or omissions when demonstrating concepts or processes

1 Seldom demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, seldom
● Requires considerable support in order to demonstrate learning of concepts and skills
● Demonstrates limited understanding of concepts, skills, and processes taught
● Makes frequent major errors when demonstrating concepts or processes 

● Achievement Grade
● Effort Grade
● Life, Work & Citizenship

The progress report reflects the 
student’s current level of 
understanding and demonstration of 
knowledge and skills.  

○ Observations
○ Tests 
○ Performance Tasks
Student understanding is assessed in 
multiple ways. Each assessment 
type provides information to guide 
and inform instruction to meet the 
needs of students. 

Balanced Assessment 
Approach

Elementary Progress 
Report



SUPPORTING YOUR 
CHILD AT HOME



Prompts for Reading
● Point to the words as you read. 
● What could you try?
● Check the picture.
● Get a running start.
● Does that look like a word you 

know?
● Try it part by part. 
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Prompts for Math
● Is there a tool that can help 

you?
● What are you trying to do? 
● Try another strategy. 

Prompts for Writing
● Think of the beginning, middle, and end of your 

story. 
● Picture it like a movie.
● Say the word slowly, what do you hear?



SCHOOLWIDE 
PROCEDURES, 
ATTENDANCE & 

SUPPORT



Student Attendance
Attendance is taken during morning meeting and monitored 

throughout the school day, Monday-Friday. The school day begins at 
8:50 and ends at 3:35.

Please call the attendance line (703) 206-5331 if your child will be 
absent.
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Breakfast, Lunch and Snack
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Preferred Snack Choices:
Fresh fruit (apple, grapes, banana, etc.)
Fresh vegetables (carrots, celery, etc.)

Granola bar
Dry healthy cereal

Cheese stick
Crackers
Pretzels

Yogurt in a tube
Trail mix

Animal crackers
Gogurt

Popcorn
Goldfish

 



Birthdays
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Masks 
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Library Check Out
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Higgins

Thursday

Lentz

Wednesday

Orr

Monday

Texeira

Friday



School Communication
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Teacher Communication

Higgins

XXWK6A

Lentz

C4FYYN

Orr

FZBAC7

Texeira

XQH9CH

McCann
(ESOL)

NBFP6A

https://talkingpts.org/


Parent Teacher 
Conferences



Thank YOU!
We are looking forward to a great year with our 

students, and thank you in advance for your 
support! 


