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Teacher Introductions
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Mrs. Bates
Classroom Teacher

rabates1@fcps.edu 

Mrs. Helfrich
 Classroom Teacher

emhelfrich@fcps.edu 

Ms. McClaugherty
Classroom Teacher

eamcclaugher@fcps.edu 

mailto:rabates1@fcps.edu
mailto:emhelfrich@fcps.edu
mailto:eamcclaugher@fcps.edu


Teacher Introductions
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Mrs. Orr
Classroom Teacher

taorr@fcps.edu

Mrs. Thompson
 Classroom Teacher

chthompson@fcps.edu

mailto:taorr@fcps.edu
mailto:chthompson@fcps.edu


Teacher Introductions
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Mrs. Grabel
Advanced Academics Teacher

angrabel@fcps.edu 

Mrs. Muha 
 ESOL Teacher

cmmuha@fcps.edu 

Mrs. Soriano
Special Education Teacher

kvsoriano@fcps.edu 

mailto:angrabel@fcps.edu
mailto:cmmuha@fcps.edu
mailto:kvsoriano@fcps.edu
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Timber Lane Elementary
School Vision Statement
By providing an inclusive learning environment that embraces the 
contributions of each child, we will create a community of empowered lifelong 
learners and critical thinkers.

Our Beliefs
● We commit to building supportive partnerships with families and the community.
● We believe all students are capable of meeting high expectations.
● We guarantee access to meaningful and rigorous learning experiences for ALL.
● We will foster a love of learning and an awareness of self/others.
● We will guarantee access to a safe and welcoming community that values relationships and 

students’ strengths/identity.
● We will provide responsive instruction to meet students where they are both 

social-emotionally and academically.



Overview of the Curriculum 
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Portrait of a Graduate

All classrooms will choose 2 attributes 
to focus on this year. 

. 
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Supporting Students with Social & Emotional Learning
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● Growth Mindset & Goal-Setting

● Bullying Prevention 

● Emotion Management

● Empathy & Kindness

● Problem-Solving



Family Information for Advanced Academics
All families are invited to attend the following information 
sessions:

Introduction to AAP & the Continuum of Services Information Night

September 27th at 6pm in the cafeteria

Understanding the Full-Time AAP Screening Process Information Night

October 4th at 6pm in the cafeteria

Reach out to AART, Alyssa Grabel at angrabel@fcps.edu with any 
questions.

mailto:angrabel@fcps.edu
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Instructional Schedule 
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8:40-9:00 Arrival and Breakfast

9:00-9:15 Morning Meeting

9:15-10:45 Math

10:45-11:45 Recess and Lunch

11:45-12:30 Content

12:30-1:30 Specials

1:30-3:30 Language Arts Block

3:30-3:40 Dismissal

Our Daily Schedule



Morning Meeting
Morning meeting starts everyday at 9am. 

Morning meeting follows a predictable routine that encourages students to learn 
more about each other and foster a classroom community.

○ Greeting
○ Sharing
○ Activity 
○ Morning Message

15



Digital Resources
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These digital programs will: 

● Provide opportunities to practice and apply 
literacy and mathematics skills

● Allow students to work at their own pace and 
advance to new learning as they are showing 
mastery

● Support students’ independent learning with 
automatic feedback built in 

● Utilized for asynchronous learning to 
supplement synchronous, live instruction. 

Mathematics
ST Math

Language Arts
Lexia Core 5

These programs may be 
discussed in more detail in the 
classroom presentation 
(log-in, how it will be used)

Please list  any additional 
digital programs students may 
engage with at your school.  



Grading and Assessments
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Grading and Reporting

Balanced Assessment 
Approach

• Projects
• Rubrics specific to 

assignments
• Tests & Quizzes
• Performance Tasks
• Exit Tickets

Student understanding is 
assessed in multiple ways. Each 
assessment type provides 
information to guide and inform 
instruction to meet the needs of 
students. 

Parent/Teacher 
Communication

• Phone Call
• Email
• Progress Update Form
• Talking Points
• Conferences

Teachers remain in contact with 
parents throughout each quarter to 
share and monitor student 
progress. 

Elementary Progress 
Report

• Achievement Grade
• Effort Grade
• Life, Work & Citizenship

The progress report reflects the 
student’s current level of 
understanding and 
demonstration of knowledge and 
skills.  

18

You may also choose to 
share school procedure for 
providing interims.



Quarter 1 Assessments
Assessment Grade Levels Overview Testing 

Window

iReady (Universal 
Screener)

1st-6th Universal screening with the iReady assessment gives 
teachers information about strengths and needs in 
students’ basic reading and mathematics skills.

10/9-10/31

Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAt)

2nd This test measures students’ reasoning abilities in 
three areas: verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal. 

10/02 - 10/20

DSA 1st - 6th This test measures student’s spelling and is taken 
three times throughout the year.

9/18 - 10/14

https://www.fcps.edu/us
https://www.fcps.edu/us
https://www.fcps.edu/student-tests-and-assessments/student-assessment-details/abilities-test-info
https://www.fcps.edu/student-tests-and-assessments/student-assessment-details/abilities-test-info


Elementary Progress Report Marks
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4 Consistently demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, nearly all the time
● Requires no support when demonstrating understanding
● Demonstrates a thorough understanding of content taught
● Makes no major errors or omissions when demonstrating concepts or processes 

taught

3  Usually demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, most of the time
● Requires limited support when demonstrating understanding
● Demonstrates a general understanding of content taught
● Makes few major errors or omissions when demonstrating concepts or processes

For additional information: 
Elementary Grading and 
Reporting Handbook for 
Parents: Grading 
Guidelines on the FCPS 
website.

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1


Elementary Progress Report Marks
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2 Sometimes demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, some of the time
● Requires moderate support in order to demonstrate understanding of concepts and 

skills
● Demonstrates a partial understanding of content taught
● Makes some errors or omissions when demonstrating concepts or processes

1 Seldom demonstrates concepts and skills of standard taught this quarter
● Frequency of behavior, seldom
● Requires considerable support in order to demonstrate learning of concepts and skills
● Demonstrates limited understanding of concepts, skills, and processes taught
● Makes frequent major errors when demonstrating concepts or processes 

For additional information: 
Elementary Grading and 
Reporting Handbook for 
Parents: Grading 
Guidelines on the FCPS 
website.

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/elementary-school/elementary-grading-and-reporting-handbook-1


Schoolwide Procedures, 
Attendance & Communication 
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Student Attendance
Attendance is taken each day during morning meeting. School begins at 8:50 and 
ends at 3:35. Learning begins right away, so it is important to arrive on time!

Please call the attendance line (703) 206-5331 each day your child will be absent, 
tardy, or leaving early.

Every hour counts! If your student has an appointment for part of the day, we will 
work with you to arrange for a late arrival or early dismissal. Please plan to send 
your student to school for any part of the day they can attend.
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There are many reasons daily attendance may be a challenge and we are here to 
help! Please reach out to us if you are experiencing difficulties getting your child to 
school. We will work with you to help move us towards our goal of #Schooleveryday!

This year Timber Lane has a goal to decrease 
absences for any reason. Absences impact:
❏ Learning
❏ Sense of belonging
❏ Achievement 

Last year, about 16% of our TLES students missed 
18 days or more.

#Schooleveryday



Protocols have been 
updated since the height 
of the pandemic. 
Students with a light 
cough, runny nose, or 
stomach ache should 
come to school. 
Students will no longer 
be sent home for these 
symptoms alone.

● Light cough, 
sneezing, runny 
nose

● Mild stomach ache
● Was sick but now 

fever-free for 24 
hours

● Fever
● Vomiting or 

diarrhea
● Severe illness

When Students Are Sick



Breakfast and Lunch (and Snack)
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Lunch and Breakfast must be purchased this 
year.

Lunch is at 11:15 for 2nd grade.
● lunch $3.25
● Cookies/snacks $1.00

Snack time is in the afternoon during 
instructional time. Please send your child with 
one snack that is quick and easy to eat. 

SNACK SUGGESTIONS
Fresh fruit (apple 

slices, grapes, 
banana, etc.)

Fresh vegetables 
(carrots, celery, etc.)

Granola bar
Dry healthy cereal

Cheese stick
Crackers 
Pretzels



School Communication
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Weekly Communicators:
● Sent home on Wednesdays
● Remove papers sign and return 

Thursday



Parent/Teacher Conferences

Please be on the lookout for 
sign-up from your teacher!

Your teacher will let you know if your 
conference will include the child or 
not.
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Placeholder for a wrap-up 
to a good year.  
Personalize this slide.



Change In Dismissal
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Placeholder for a wrap-up 
to a good year.  
Personalize this slide.

If there is a change in your child’s dismissal, 

✔ Send a note in with your child or send an email or Talking Points 
message.

✔ Let the front office know.

✔ If your child is going home with another student in the school,  a note 
or phone call from both parents.



Thank You! Questions?
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Placeholder for a wrap-up 
to a good year.  
Personalize this slide.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLKa2be_8scCFYwZPgoddgMJGQ&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-340833.html&psig=AFQjCNHafwBbMgeBeJqMA-7K8SEPFTHlXQ&ust=1442181625243602

