
Timber Lane Elementary School

Back to School Night 
Welcome to 1st 
Grade!



Meet the 
Team



Mrs. Lentz
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. O’Donnell
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. Biliter
1st Grade Teacher 

Mrs. Texeira
1st Grade Teacher

Ms. Yenouskas
SPED Teacher

Mrs. Lanzaro
Math Coach

Mrs. Smith
ESOL Teacher

Mrs. Grabel
AAPTeacher





Portrait of 
a Graduate



Portrait of a Graduate

All classrooms will choose 2 attributes 
to focus on this year. 
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Portfolios
Students will create a portfolio of 
work showing growth over the 
course of the year.



Attendance



Student Attendance
Attendance is taken each day at approximately 9:00 am. 

School begins at 8:50 and ends at 3:35. 
Learning begins right away, so it is important to arrive on time!

Please call the attendance line (703) 206-5331 each day your child will be absent, tardy, or leaving 
early.

Every hour counts! If your student has an appointment for part of the day, we will work with you to arrange for a late 
arrival or early dismissal. Please plan to send your student to school for any part of the day they can attend.
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There are many reasons daily attendance may be a challenge and we are here to 
help! Please reach out to us if you are experiencing difficulties getting your child to 
school. We will work with you to help move us towards our goal of #Schooleveryday!

This year Timber Lane has a goal to decrease 
absences for any reason. Absences impact:
❏ Learning
❏ Sense of belonging
❏ Achievement 

Last year, about 16% of our TLES students missed 
18 days or more.

#Schooleveryday



Protocols have been 
updated since the 

height of the pandemic. 
Students with a light 

cough, runny nose, or 
stomach ache should 

come to school. 
Students will no longer 
be sent home for these 

symptoms alone.

● Light cough, 
sneezing, runny 
nose

● Mild stomach ache
● Was sick but now 

fever-free for 24 
hours

● Fever
● Vomiting or 

diarrhea
● Severe illness

When Students Are Sick



Schedule



8:40 Arrival & Morning Play

9:00 - 9:30 Morning Meeting

9:30 - 10:45 Math

10:45 - 11:15 Lunch

11:15 - 11:45 Recess

11:45 - 1:30 Language Arts (Word Study, Reading and Writing)

1:30 - 2:30 Specials

2:35 - 2:45 Snack

2:45 - 3:15 Read Aloud

3:15 - 3:30 Content

3:35 Dismissal



Library
P.E.

Guidance
Art

Music



Technology



Lexia

Teachers will provide you with login information to access all of 
technology programs that support learning in our classroom.



Curriculum



Year at a Glance

Reading
★ Character Development
★ Nonfiction
★ Poetry
★ Dramatic Storytelling
★ Book Clubs: Deepening 

Understanding
★ Research Skills within Science and 

Social Studies Content
★ Learning About Print

Writing
★ Developing a Writing Process
★ Personal Narratives 
★ Informational Writing 
★ Poetry
★ Opinion Writing (Persuasion)
★ Realistic Fiction 

Research-Writing Cycle

Mathematics
★ Counting
★ Two-Digit Place Value
★ Comparing and Ordering Numbers
★ Patterns
★ Estimation
★ Addition and Subtraction with 

Numbers through 20
★ Equality
★ Fraction Number Sense
★ Counting Coins
★ Two-Dimensional Shapes
★ Measuring Length, Weight, and 

Volume
★ Time and Calendar
★ Tables and Picture and Object 

Graphs Science
★ Scientific Investigation
★ Characteristics of Animals 

and Plants
★ Basic Needs of Plants and 

Animals
★ Weather
★ Daily and Seasonal Changes
★ Motion and Sound
★ Natural Resources
★ Conservation

Word Study
★ Initial and Final Blends
★ Inflectional Endings
★ Open and Closed 

Syllables 
★ Long Vowel Patterns
★ Contractions
★ Possessives
★ R-Controlled Vowels

Social Studies
★ Rights and Responsibilities
★ Citizenship
★ Being a Virginian and Being an 

American
★ State and Local Government
★ Making Contributions
★ Economics: Goods, Services, 

Producers, and Consumers
★ Geography and Map Skills
★ The First Virginians and 

Influential Virginians



Advanced 
Academics



Advanced Academics
All families are invited to attend the following information sessions:

Introduction to AAP & the Continuum of Services Information Night

September 27th at 6pm in the cafeteria

Understanding the Full-Time AAP Screening Process Information Night

October 4th at 6pm in the cafeteria

Reach out to AART, Alyssa Grabel at 
angrabel@fcps.edu with any questions.

mailto:angrabel@fcps.edu


Report
Cards



Elementary Progress Report Marks
4 Shows consistent mastery 

and independence

3  Usually 

2 Sometimes

1 Seldom 23

● Achievement Grade
● Effort Grade
● Life, Work & 

Citizenship
 

○ Observations
○ Tests 
○ Performance Tasks

Balanced Assessment Approach

Elementary Progress Report



Communication 
and Home 
Support



Wednesday folder 

**Please look through the folder each Wednesday and return to school the following day.**



Our main form of communication home will be through 
Talking Points.  

This is an easy way for teachers to send out whole class 
announcements and to send quick notes to individual 

families.

We also love to talk to our families and will also telephone 
to discuss specific student needs and/or issues.



Please support  your child 
with reading independently or 
with you every day at home!

Encourage your child to count 
and practice math facts at 
home.

Home support



Prompts for Reading
★ Point to the words as you read
★ What could you try?
★ Get a running start
★ Does that look like a word you 

know?
★ Try it part by part

Prompts for Math
★ Is there a tool that can help 

you?
★ What are you trying to do? 
★ Try another strategy

Prompts for Writing

★ Think of the beginning, middle, and end of your story
★ Picture it like a movie
★ Say the word slowly, what do you hear?

Say the first sound



Tidbits



Breakfast
★ Students can buy a breakfast each 

morning from the cafeteria.  Breakfast 
will be eaten in the classroom before 
school starts.

★ Breakfasts from home should be 
eaten at home.

Lunch
★ Students can bring a lunch from 

home or buy from the cafeteria.
★ Please be sure your student knows 

their lunch pin.

Snacks
★ Some examples of preferred small snack choices:

○ Fresh fruit and vegetables 
○ Granola bar
○ Cheese stick
○ Crackers/Goldfish/Pretzels
○ Yogurt in a tube



Clothes
★ Please send your child to school 

with an extra pair of clothes to keep 
in their backpack (shirt, pants, 
underwear).

★ Send your child to school with a 
water bottle each day.

Birthdays
★ If your child is bringing birthday party 

invites to school, please ensure there 
is an invite for each child in the class.

★ Please feel free to send in a 
store-bought, nut-free, individual 
serving size treat to celebrate your 
child’s birthday! Toys

★ Please remind your child to leave 
their toys at home, so that we may 
focus on learning together at school.



Parent 
Teacher 

Conferences



Your child’s teacher will be communicating 
within the next coming weeks the dates for 

parent teacher conferences. 

Be on the lookout for a Talking Points message! 



You are welcome to 
visit your student’s 
classroom until 
5:45! 

Texeira: room 30 

Lentz:  room 29  

Biliter:  room 23

O’Donnell: room 22 



You are welcome to 
visit your student’s 
classroom until 
6:45! 

Texeira: room 30 

Lentz:  room 29  

Biliter:  room 23

O’Donnell: room 22 



Thank You! 
We are looking forward to 

a great year with our 
students. Thank you in 

advance for your support! 


